
Kathleen Wheeler
Principal

Office: 218-2500

Nurse: 218-2503

The Chipper Chatter is published monthly during the school year. You are 
encouraged to share your ideas and information with the school 

community.   Please leave information in the newsletter folder in the front 
office or email (preferred) content to news@chipper-chatter.com.

Chipper Chatter Editor:   Mark Ciliberti   (315) 698-1810
Full Online Version:  www.chipper-chatter.com
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District Mission Statement:

The North Syracuse Central School District community is committed 
to ensuring that all students achieve success through relevant and 
rigorous schoolwork preparing them for lifelong learning and full 
participation in our society while empowering them with the 
knowledge, skills and attitudes valued by the students and society 
at large.
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Cicero Elementary Vision
The Cicero Elementary School Community 
   (students, staff, and parents) Will:

Be responsible, respectful citizens with strong character and 
community involvement.

Be life-long learners and independent problem solvers.

Provide a comfortable, safe, and supportive environment where 
everyone works together to develop the intellectual, physical, 
emotional, and creative potential of all students.



May 2010

Mrs. Wheeler

From the 
Principal…

  It’s May, which means Back to School and back to 
work!  I hope you enjoyed your Spring Break, whether 
you were on vacation or just enjoying the beautiful 
spring weather here in sunny Central New York.  I was 
able to get a lot of yard work done, as well as some 
school work.

The day after Spring Break we celebrated Back-to-
School with New York State Assessments, and those will 
continue for 3rd and 4th graders through the first week 
of May, and Parent-Teacher conferences.  We still have 
so much to do before the end of the school year!

In addition to all the learning left to do, we’re also moving into our fun times and 
celebrations.  For May and June, we have field trips, 4th grade Olympics, our 4th

grade Peer-to-Peer program, picnics, assemblies, and more.  Please check your 
child’s book bags and take-home folders for information about upcoming 
activities.  

With so much to do before the end of the school year, both socially and 
academically, it’s more important than ever that students come to school on time 
every day – and stay until the end of the school day.  We don’t want them to 
miss a thing!



Important Information About:

Cicero Elementary School
5979 Route 31

Cicero, NY 13039

Principal: Mrs. Wheeler
School Secretary: Mrs. Burke 218-2500
School Secretary: Miss Wallace 218-2500
School Nurse: Mrs. Delpha 218-2503
Kitchen: Mrs. Bausinger 218-2505

 The Main Office and the Health Office open at 8:00 a.m. and close at 4:00 
p.m.

 Classroom doors are locked at 4:00 p.m. and will not be opened for any 
reason.

 Children arrive between 9:00 a.m. and 9:15 a.m.  School begins at 9:15 
a.m.  Dismissal starts at 3:20 p.m.  Please do not drop children off at 
school before 9:00 a.m.

 Children being picked up at the end of the school day will be called at 3:20
p.m. and again at 3:25 p.m.

 If you are picking your child up before 3:15 p.m. for a doctor or dentist 
appointment, please send a note in with your child.

 Please notify the school whenever your child is absent by calling the 
school nurse at 218-2503.  If the nurse is not in, you may leave a message 
on the answering machine.

 If you have not spoken to us when your child was absent, please send a 
note into school when your child returns stating the reason for the 
absence.

 If your child is arriving late for school, you will need to sign him/her in at 
the Main Office.

 When visiting or volunteering at school, please sign in and out at the Main 
Office and pick up a visitor tag to wear during your visit.

 Please make an appointment with your child’s teacher if you need to 
speak with the teacher during the school day.



May 2010
  

The PTG had a guest speaker from the Board of 
Education.  Toni 'Lyn Brauchle explained how the 
potential loss of sales tax revenue will negatively 
impact our 2010/2011 budget.   Contact our main 
office for a post card to send to the Onondaga 
County Legislature, if you wish to get involved.

The PTG was happy to approve the following 
requests for mini-grants for May:

 $100.00 request made by Mr. Stimson was 
approved for Pat Leone’s company to provide 
all the electronic timing for the 4th grade 
Olympics.

 Mr. Stimson’s request for $1060.00 for two buses 
for the upcoming 3rd grade trip to Bald 
Mountain.

 $56.15 for Mrs. Freeman’s request for an 
incubator for her 2nd grade class to experience 
chick hatching.

 $100.00 for the Dollars for Scholars Golf 
Tournament

The Science Fair was a huge success - the children 
all did a wonderful job on their projects!  A special 
thank you to Byrne Dairy, for donating all the ice 
cream for the participants. 

The PTG is looking for volunteers for the 
following positions:

Hospitality Committee Representative
Vice President

(nominations and elections will be at our 
May 11th meeting)

Please see an Executive Committee 
member or send an email to the PTG if you 
are interested or want to know more about 
the positions.

The Box Tops for Education program has 
been a huge success again this year (this 
accounts for approximately 1/4 of all our 
funds raised this year).  Please continue to 
send them in to support our school.  The PTG 
would like to recognize Heather Ciliberti, for 
her tireless efforts in this program.  Can you 
imagine – if we reach our goal of $3,000 that 
means she will have touched, clipped or 
counted 30,000 of those little pieces of 
paper this year!  

Thanks to our generous Cicero Elementary 
families, the bottle/can trailer has been a 
huge success!  Please continue to save your 
bottles and cans.  The trailer will once again 
be at our school Friday May 7th and 
Saturday May 8th

(Saturday is the pickup date for the Mother’s 
Day plant sale).  The trailer will also be at 
school the first week in June, and the 
proceeds of that collection will go directly to 
JDRF.  

Please save the date for the Kids JDRF Walk 
on June 4th!  Rain date is June 11th

Please join us for our next PTG meeting on 
Tuesday, May 11th at 7pm in the library.  As 
always, babysitting is provided by the honor 
students at CNS High School.  The agenda 
will include a member from the Board of 
Education to discuss the 2010/2011 budget, 
as well as our officer elections for next year.  
Hope to see you there!

Please be sure to join us for the next PTG meeting on Tuesday, May 7th at 7pm.

We hope to see you there!



The Cicero Elementary PTG is looking for volunteers to fill 
the following positions for 2010/2011:

Price Chopper Tools for Schools Coordinator
Sign the school up each year on the Price Chopper website.  Distribute the Price Chopper 
flyers to the teacher’s mailboxes.  Report monthly to the PTG the value acquired to date.  
Communicate with the principal at the end of the year with a final tape value and which grade 
is to choose from the catalog for that year. 

Vice President
Attends monthly PTG Board meeting, followed by the open PTG meeting.  Helps coordinate 
activities for various PTG events.  Assists Co-Presidents as needed.

Hospitality Coordinator and Committee (2 or 3 needed)
In charge of getting and setting up snacks and refreshments at certain events within the school 
year (PTG meetings, kindergarten registrations, etc.)

Feel free to contact a Board member with your questions or nominations, or email us at 
ciceroptg@twcny.rr.com



WHO PARENTS OF FOURTH GRADERS GOING INTO FIFTH
GRADE     

WHAT INCOMING FIFTH GRADE PARENT ORIENTATION

WHERE GILLETTE ROAD MIDDLE SCHOOL AUDITORIUM

WHEN Wednesday, May 26, 2010     7:00 - 8:00 P.M.

IMPORTANT NOTE TO PARENTS 

WE DO NOT HONOR INDIVIDUAL REQUESTS 
FOR TEACHERS OR HOUSES

COME AND LEARN ABOUT GILLETTE ROAD MIDDLE SCHOOL 
AND THE PROGRAMS FOR 5TH GRADERS

MEET SOME OF THE TEACHERS AND SCHOOL 
ADMINISTRATORS

LEARN ABOUT THE HOUSE PLAN 

BRING YOUR QUESTIONS.  WE ARE LOOKING FORWARD TO MEETING
WITH YOU!

Please note that this is a parent meeting.  Your child is involved in a Peer to Peer 
Program and will be visiting Gillette Road during the school day, in early June.



Student Placement/Grouping Process

Parents often wonder what procedure is used to group students into 
classes for the next school year.  At each elementary school a grouping 
committee assists the principals with this process.  This committee consists of 
classroom teachers, special educators, and support staff.  Students will be grouped 
in each class taking into consideration the mix of boys and girls and the mixture of 
academic abilities.  We begin the grouping process in May, but as students register 
throughout the Spring and Summer, the process will not be complete until mid 
August.  Once the class assignments are complete, a letter will be mailed to 
parents indicating their child’s room number and teacher.

Teachers have been asked not to discuss placement with parents.  Teachers cannot 
guarantee the placement of any student.  

While requests for a specific teacher will not be honored, you may wish to share 
concerns about your child’s particular educational needs. You may address these 
concerns in writing to Mrs. Wheeler by June 1, 2010.  Please be concise and 
limit 
your comments to the following:

- your child’s specific learning style, strengths, or weaknesses;
- a request that your child not be placed with a teacher that an older sibling 

had;
- critical information that you want your child’s teacher to have access to.

If you have a concern, please do not wait until you receive your placement letter in 

the mail.  We may not be able to make changes that late in the process.



THE CICERO ELEMENTARY PTG PROUDLY 
PRESENTS

KIDS WALK 2010
STEPPING UP TO FIND A CURE FOR DIABETES.

Kids Walk 2007, 2008 & 2009 were enormous successes raising close to $45,000!!!  
The Cicero Elementary Physical Education Department received about $4,500 with which we 
were able to purchase new equipment to enhance our program.  The track was full of 
enthusiastic students, staff, and families joining us to show support while having fun at the 
same time.

On Friday, June 4th, we will once again walk to support the students at Cicero Elementary 
with Type I (Juvenile) Diabetes and highlight the importance of funding for research to find a 
cure. This year we will kick off the festivities by having all of the students have an opportunity 
to walk around the track during part of the school day.  (A rain date has been set for the 
following week-June 11th).

Your family can walk too!!  Please join your Physical Education teachers once again 
for a FUNdraiser on our fitness track at school in the evening from 5:00-8:00 pm.  Be a part of 
this celebration which will include an end of the year BBQ, the Twin Magicians and the Total 
Entertainment DJ.  The fun will also include a dunk tank, the high striker to test your strength 
and many backyard games such as kan jam, shuffleboard, ladder ball and much, much more!!!  
Bring $1.00 bills for extra dunks and to buy tickets for a chance to win special teacher treats 
and a variety of donated items.

We encourage children to ask family and friends for donations that will be given to the 
Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation (JDRF), the worldwide leader in raising charitable 
funds for juvenile diabetes research.  Information packets will be distributed the week of May 
17th to all students during their physical education class.  All participants who raise money 
will receive a JDRF bookmark, a rubber fitness bracelet and a Runner’s Club toe token 
as recognition for their accomplishment.  New additional prizes awarded based on the 
amount collected.

Please join our festivities to show your support for this great cause!  
Thanks and see you at the Walk!
Mr. Stimson and Mr. Bigford.

If you would like to help out or have any questions, please call Marcie Bulko (698-9711) or Lynette 
Hughes (699-5525).



               

Date:  Saturday, June 5th, 2010.       8:00am - 4:00pm

Third graders at Cicero Elementary School will have the opportunity to 
participate in an exciting outdoor Physical Education excursion at Bald 
Mountain on Saturday, June 5th, 2010.  Bald Mountain is located 4 miles 
northeast of Old Forge, NY, on Rt. 28.  The one (1) mile trail to the 
summit is labeled moderate in difficulty.  However, there are two 
sections of the trail that may prove to be somewhat difficult for adults 
who are out of shape. 

Students, with a parent or guardian, will hike to the summit of the 
mountain, have a bagged lunch, and have an opportunity to go up into the 
fire tower located at the top.  On a clear day, the view from the 
mountain is spectacular.  Bring your cameras and binoculars! Since 1994, 
1000+ third graders and parents have participated in this trip, and all 
have had a wonderful outdoor experience.    

All students who participate in this excursion will have to be 
accompanied by a parent or guardian.  (Guardian must be 18 years of age 
or older.)  We will be traveling by school bus, and the trip takes two 
hours.  There is no fee for this trip, and parents are not allowed to 
drive up separately in their own vehicles. (Sorry, brothers and sisters 
are not allowed to come.)  All students and parents must take the bus to 
and from the mountain. We stop in Old Forge for a bathroom break before 
we proceed to the mountain.

This trip may be postponed due to inclement weather. In the event of 
rain, Mr. Stimson and Mr. Bigford will call all participants, and the 
trip will be rescheduled for the following day, June 6th.

Special notice: Because we are limited in the number of 
parents/students allowed, GET YOUR PERMISSION SLIPS IN EARLY.  
Do not delay!!
Return all permission slips to Mr. Stimson.  I will send home a 
confirmation during the first week of June, complete with items to bring 
and the itinerary for the day. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------

Please allow my son/daughter to participate in the hike up Bald Mountain 
on June 5th. I understand that a parent or guardian must accompany each 
child on this day, and all children and parents must ride to and return 
on the bus.

Parent Signature: _____________________________ Phone #__________________

Cell # ________________________

Child's Name:___________________________________  Room # ______________   



North Syracuse Central School District

PARENT AND STAFF SUPPORT GROUPS
Visit the NSCSD Parent Website at www.nscsd.org, under “Resources”, then “Parent Resources”.

  S.A.F.E.  
Supporting Asperger / Autistic Families & 

Educators

Monday, May 10, 2010; 6:30 PM
Cicero Elementary School Library

Our Guest Speakers will a panel of folks and family 
members who live with Asperger Syndrome every day.

Group facilitators: School Social Worker Deb Seal, Special Education Teacher Maria Scarfino, 
Speech Therapists Joan Littlehale and Amy Stevens and Music Teacher & Parent, Holly Bossert. 

(Info: 218-2500)

ADD/ADHD Parent, Caregiver & Teacher
Support Group.

Monday, May 3, 2010; 6:30-7:30 PM
Location: Cicero Elementary School Library

Topic: An overview of the major symptoms of ADHD and 
coping strategies that can help make life easier.

Facilitator: School Social Worker, Deb Seal, 218-2500 (Mon/Thurs)



Parents,

  My name is Heather Ciliberti and I’m the volunteer coordinator for Box Tops for Education.  
First, I want to say thank you for a great year this year.  During the 2009-2010 school year we 
raised just under $2,700.

Each year the money that we raise here is used to fund special school activities and purchase supplies that would otherwise 
be unaffordable. You can make a difference in your school by simply purchasing product brands that include the Box Tops for 
Education symbol you see above.  This year we will be sending home a box tops bag with each child to help remind them and 
you to clip, save, and bring in your box tops. So please start collecting Box Tops from the many participating products like 
Betty Crocker, Ziploc, Kleenex, and many other brands. Each box top is worth 10¢ or more.

   Each year we have a little contest to see which grade can bring in the most box tops. To make it fair we divide the total 
number of box tops collected for each grade by the number if students in each grade. If your grade is the tops in the box 
tops they will get to have a pizza party or donuts party.  The contest details are listed below.  Each month the contest 
standing will be posted in this newsletter.  One of the easiest ways you can help earn money for your school is to clip and 
save but you can also join the Box Tops for Education Booster Clubsm at www.boxtops4education.com.  Signing up takes only 
a few minutes and membership is also rewarding.

7th Annual Box Tops for Education Contest!

Thank you to all of the students for collecting so many box tops for your 
school, and thank you to all of the teachers for organizing all of the bags and 

gathering all of the box tops.

Please keep collecting your box tops and bring them into school though out 
the remainder of the school year. Then continue collecting them over the 

summer. Don’t forget… next year will be an all new contest.

Congrats to 2nd Grade 
2010 pizza contest winners!

The pizza party will be held in just a few weeks… and 2nd graders will try next 
year to win for the 4th year in a row as 3rd graders, and everyone else needs 
to do their best to stop them.  Please save up all summer and see if you can 
be next years winners. 

Heather Ciliberti – BoxTops Coordinator



If you would like to order any school supplies, fill out this order form and send it to Room 138. 
The second grade students in Room 136 will fill the order and deliver it to your classroom.

Name: Room Number:

School Store Order Form Price
Each Quantity Total

Cost
Cicero Elementary Pencil $       .15 $          .       
Cicero Elementary Folder  -  9”x 12”    .99         .       
Wide Ruled Paper  -  100 sheets/pkg 1.25         .       
Glue Stick .50         .       
Elmer’s Glue  - 4 oz. .55         .       
Crayons  -  24 pack 1.75         .       
Pencil Grip .25         .       
Pink Bevel Eraser .30         .       
Fiskars Scissors 2.00         .       
Parent’s “Note to School” Pad .60         .       
Metallic Mechanical Pencil .35         .       
Lead Refill for mechanical pencil .45         .       
Cicero Elementary Keychain .55         .       
Cicero Elementary Pen .55         .       
Cicero Elementary Magnet .55         .       
Cicero Elementary Water Bottle 18oz. 1.75         .       
Cicero Elementary Travel Coffee Mug 1.75         .       
Cicero Elementary Backpack 5.00         .       
Mood Pencil (changes from green to yellow) .35         .       

        .       
Total $          .       



NORTH SYRACUSE CENTRAL SCHOOLS
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL LUNCH MENU

MAY 2010
CHOOSE 1 ENTRÉE
CHOOSE 2-4 OTHER ITEMS 
Student Lunch Price:$1.50 

Offered daily as an entrée option:
Peanut Butter Jelly Sandwich or
Hamburger/Bun or Sub    

Web Site: www.nscsd.org If a student is eligible for free or reduced price lunch, they also are eligible for free or reduced breakfast.
MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

May 3

 Cheeseburger

SIDES:
Sweet Potato Fries
Sweet Corn
Chilled Peaches 
Milk Choices

May 4

Belgium Waffle/Ham 

SIDES:
String Cheese
Chilled Fruit Mix
Chocolate Chip 
     Cream Pie
Milk Choices

May 5
    CINCO DE MAYO
Jumbo Taco

SIDES:
Mexican Rice
Rainforest Pineapple
Fiesta Cake
Milk Choices

May 6

Domino’s Pizza

SIDES:
Tossed Salad/It Drs
Fresh Apple
Orange Juice
Milk Choices

May 7

Chicken Patty/Bun

SIDES:
Potato Nuggets
Chilled Pears
Chocolate Pudding
Milk/Strawberry/Cho/W

May 10

Pancakes
          

SIDES:
Cheddar Square
Baked Hash Browns
Fruit Cocktail
Milk Choices

May 11

Ham/Cheese Muffin
    

SIDES:  
Turkey Veg Soup/saltines

Baby Carrots/Ranch Dip
Fresh Pear
Milk/Strawberry/Cho/W

May 12

Macaroni & Cheese
     With Dinner Roll  

SIDES: 
Sweet Corn
Fresh Apple
Fruit Snacks
Milk Choices

May 13

Homemade Cheese
     Or Garlic Pizza

SIDES:
Tossed Salad/ Ranch Drs.

Orange Juice
Strawberry Yogurt Granola
Milk Choices

May 14
       PICNIC DAY
Hot Dog/Bun 

SIDES:
Smiley Potatoes
Watermelon
Bug Bites Grahams
Milk Choices

May 17

Popcorn Chicken/Roll

SIDES:
Baked Potato
California Mixed Veg
Apple Flip
Milk Choices

May 18

French Toast Sticks /
    Ham Slice
SIDES:
Potato Nuggets
Banana
Orange Juice
Milk Choices

May 19

Spaghetti / Meatsauce &
     Garlic Bread Stick
SIDES:
Green Beans 
Chilled Peaches
Patriotic Pudding
Milk/Strawberry/Cho/W

May 20

Homemade Cheese
     Or Garlic Pizza
SIDES:

Tossed Salad/It Drs
Sweet Corn
RF Cheetos
Milk Choices

May 21

        HALF DAY

May 24

Walking Taco

SIDES:
Seasoned Rice
Mexican Baked Beans
Chilled Pears
Milk Choices

May 25

Mozzarella Sticks  
       & Sauce

SIDES:
Garlic Bread Sticks
Mixed Vegetables
Fresh Apple
Milk Choices

May 26

Turkey and Gravy/Roll

SIDES:
Mashed Potatoes
Steamed Broccoli
Chilled Peaches
Milk/Strawberry/Cho/W

May 27

Homemade Cheese
     Or Garlic Pizza

SIDES:
Tossed Salad/It. Drs 
Chilled Fruit Cup
Kids Munchie Mix
Milk Choices

May 28

Popcorn Chicken/Roll

SIDES:
Potato Nuggets
Sweet Corn
Stars & Stripes Cookie
Milk Choices

May 31

    
          NO SCHOOL

SALAD BOXES:
Mon.- Veggie
Tues.- Julienne Turkey
Wed.- Julienne Ham
Thurs.- Turkey salad
Fri.- Tuna Salad

SUB CHOICES:

Mon.- Pepperoni/Chez 
Mealable
Tues.- Turkey
Wed. – Ham/Cheese
Thurs.- Assorted 
Fri.- Tuna Salad

myLunchMoney.com 

Set up account with 
student 9 digit ID#         
(do not use dashes)         
For $1.95 pay by 
credit/debit card.

Problems: 1-800 –479-3531

. ***WANTED IN THE NSCSD FOOD SERVICE DEPT ***Part-time Substitute Food Service Workers.  Call 218-2175


